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Compressed Air
Compressed air is used for many purposed at the University and the following safety guidelines should be observed: 

1. Air lines must be reduced in pressure so as to not exceed 30 psi at the nozzle. 
2. Inspect lines regularly.
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Portable air lines must be stored so they do not hang or extend into machine work areas or traffic patterns. Suitable spring hangers, hose reels, sway bracing, vibration dampers, etc. must be provided. 
4. A pressure gauge or a valve connection for a pressure gauge should be located at the outlet of each pressure-reducing valve. 

5. Air receivers must be installed so that all drains, hand holes, and manholes therein are easily accessible. Air receivers should be supported with sufficient clearance to permit a complete external inspection and to avoid corrosion of external surfaces. Under no circumstances shall an air receiver be buried underground or located in an inaccessible place. The receiver should be located as close to the compressor or after cooler as possible in order to keep the discharge pipe short. 

6. A drain pipe and valve should be installed at the lowest point of every air receiver to provide for the removal of accumulated oil and water. Adequate automatic traps may be installed in addition to drain valves. The receiver should be completely drained frequently and at such intervals as to prevent the accumulation of excessive amounts of liquid in the receiver. 

7. Every air receiver should be equipped with a visible pressure gauge with one or more spring-loaded safety valves. The total relieving capacity of the safety valve should be such as to prevent pressure in the receiver from exceeding the maximum allowable working pressure of the receiver by more than 10%. 

8. No valve of any type is to be placed between the air receiver and its safety valve or valves. 

9. Safety appliances, such as safety valves, indicating devices and controlling devices, are to be constructed, located, and installed so that they cannot be rendered inoperative by any means. 

10. All safety valves are to be tested frequently and at regular intervals to determine whether they are in good operating condition. 

11. Extreme care should be taken in cleaning the worksite with compressed air. Small particles can be given sufficient velocity to cause severe eye damage. Adequate eye protection such as safety goggles must be worn by all persons engaged in cleaning with compressed air. 

12. Use of compressed air to "blow down" or clean oneself off at any time is prohibited. 
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